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Now You Know! 
Chazal tell us that Zachor and Shamor 
(Remember and Guard) were said at the 

same time at Har Sinai, and we recall 
that each week in the Lecha Dodi.  

The Ramban explains something about 

the nature of the utterance that sheds 
light on the very essence of Shabbos. 

He says that when Hashem said the 4th 

declaration/commandment, the people 
heard the word, “Shamor,” as it is 

recorded in this week’s parsha, but 
Moshe, himself, heard “Zachor,” the 

way it is recorded in Parshas Yisro. 

Moshe conveyed this to the Jewish 
People, so they knew that both words 

were said at the same time. 

It seems that the words were spoken in 

a way that would be heard differently 
depending on the receiver. 

The Jews, who primarily viewed Shabbos 

as a decree of Hashem, dictating what 
they could and couldn’t do, heard 

“Shamor,” a reference to the negative 
prohibitions. Moshe, though, whose soul 

resonated at a higher frequency, was 
able to perceive the inherent holiness of 

Shabbos and therefore he heard, 
“Zachor,” which refers to the positive 

commandments. 

He told the Jews that Zachor had been 
included so they might strive to find that 

in Shabbos, as it says, “Whoever is 
obligated in shemira, is obligated in 

zechira.”  

We will find in Shabbos what we look for, 
and if we know how special it is, we have 

a better chance of finding that beauty, 
light, holiness, and joy.    

Thought of the week: 
The greatest obstacle to 
growth is being satisfied with 
who you are and not realizing 
who you might have become. 

(DY:H OYRBD) „.VWMK VTMAW VDBE XWNY IEML ...VYQLA ÂHL TBw YEYBwH OWYW„ 
“And the seventh day shall be a Sabbath to Hashem, your G-d; don’t do any work, 
not you, your child, servant or animal, so your slave shall rest as you.” (Devarim 5:14) 

Usually, when the Torah uses the word, “l’maan,” meaning, “in order that,” it is telling us the 
underlying reason for the commandment. For example, regarding the tzitzis, it says, 
“L’maan tizkeru,” in order that you recall all the commandments and do them. In this case, 
though, it seems odd that we would understand the entire reason for the mitzva of Shabbos 
be that one’s servant be able to rest. 

Indeed, this is not the intent here. Rather, the reason for including all the others in the 
prohibition of working is so that the one who is commanded in “shevisa,” abstention from 
work, is not working through any agent of any means, so that their abstention is complete. 
The reason it would be incomplete without that is because the main purpose of not 
“working” on Shabbos is that we be able to focus on studying and coming to know more 
about Hashem. That is why the posuk says, “a Sabbath to Hashem, your G-d.” 

However, it is not merely that having a servant or animal working would detract from our 
focus, but ensuring that our slaves rest is integral to this mission. As some meforshim 
explain, the idea of having our workers rest of Shabbos is to remind us that we were slaves 
in Egypt, and Hashem took us out and freed us in order to serve Him. 

What this tells us, then, is that when we allow our servants to rest, perhaps giving them the 
time to think and reflect, we are acting as Hashem did when He took us from Egypt. We 
have a concept in Judaism called, “Ma Hu, af atah, just as He is, so shall you be.” Hashem 
is merciful so we should be merciful. He feeds the hungry and clothes the naked, and we 
should do the same.  

In other words, when we make our possessions rest, we put ourselves in a position of 
emulating Hashem, and by using the feelings we have when we do so, we can come to 
understand more about Hashem. This, in turn, generates further knowledge of Him and 
fosters our appreciation of His greatness, and therefore our ability to come close to Him. 

By giving our slaves time to rest, we would hope they do something better with it than 
merely laze the day away. We would hope they appreciate the break, and think about how 
they can better serve us the next day. We’d want them to acknowledge that though we 
could be forcing them to labor 24/7, we don’t do that. So it is with Hashem. 

When we keep Shabbos, it’s not merely about not “doing” anything. It’s about what we “do” 
with the time we are given. It’s about using it to get to know Hashem, as we ended the 
Haftara on Tisha B’Av morning, saying, “In this shall one take pride, consider and know 
Me… for this is what I desire, says Hashem.” If we understand this and use the Shabbos 
correctly, we will find true comfort in it and in Hashem. Nachamu, Nachamu Ami.  

A prince received a package from his father, the King. It was hand-delivered and the 
messenger had been warned how important it was. With great anticipation the prince 
opened it and found a delightful ornate keepsake box inlaid with precious stones. He 
proudly displayed it on his mantelpiece. 

When the King came to visit, he asked his son about the gift. The son replied that he liked it 
but was wondering why his father seemed so interested in something which, though nice, 
was not spectacular. He pointed to the mantel. 

"Didn't you open it?” asked the King, “Inside was the deed to an estate right near the 
palace so you could come live near me! I wanted you close by - but you never came.”  
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